[The physician confronting the patient's suffering].
The patient's suffering and the physicians' duty towards it is reviewed in this article. After having defined suffering and having analyzed its main characteristics, it is questioned if there are limits to the physicians' responsibility and how can they succeed in attending the patients' suffering. Physicians find especially difficult to deal with when they realize that the patient's death is unavoidable. Finally, it is important to take into account: 1) that there is something about the patient's suffering that only he can ameliorate, 2) that it is important to question how physicians can prepare themselves to face their own suffering.